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QUEENSLAND 
Queensland politics during the first six months of 1984 took on an almost serene quality as compared 
with the series of tumultuous events which rocked the state's political foundations during the latter months 
of 1983. Perhaps such a quieter period was inevitable, for it would have been difficult indeed—even in 
Queensland—to reproduce the political atmospherics generated in the latter part of 1983 by the self-
destruction of the state's twenty-six-year-old coalition, the subsequent constitutional crisis, a long and 
bitter state election campaign and, finally, the emergence of the National party in its own right as the 
state's government. Those events of 1983 have had a fundamental and probably enduring impact on the 
character of Queensland state politics, and in this regard the first half of 1984 has been a period of political 
adjustment and reappraisal. 
Political Parties 
In early March a factional dispute broke out concerning the composition of the ALP's Queensland Senate 
ticket to contest the next half-Senate poll. This poll is expected to be held in conjunction with a House 
of Representatives contest either late this year or early in 1985, though in any case the Senate election 
must occur before July 1985. Because of the recent increase in the size of the Senate, seven Senators from 
each state will be elected at that time, and individuals securing the top three places on the ALP Senate 
ticket are virtually guaranteed of election. The individual selected to fill the No. 4 spot on that ticket, 
on the other hand, would only have a chance of election if Labor's state-wide vote approached very close 
to 50 per cent, a prospect considered unlikely in Queensland on the basis of recent election results or opinion 
poll findings. 
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At the outset of this Senate struggle the Labor Unity (old guard) grouping pledged support for the party's 
sitting Senators, Gerry Jones and Margaret Reynolds. The Centre Majority —AWU group, on the other 
hand, put forward John Black (an AWU official) and Mrs Madeleine McPherson, while the Socialist Left 
faction supported the nomination of Bryant Burns of the Metalworkers Union. ALP state secretary, Peter 
Beattie, sensing the potential damage to the party's electoral stocks of a bitter public feud, attempted to 
hose down the dispute very early on, Beattie publicly warning party members to 'pull their heads in' (Courier-
Mail, 12 March 1984). At the same time state parliamentary leader, Keith Wright, called on all party members 
to support the two existing Senators. 
This squabble over Senate positions only continued to intensify, however, and by mid-April there were 
indications that the ALP's national executive was likely to become involved in an issue which now not 
only involved individual personalities and competing factional interests but was complicated by a host 
of other factors, including geographical and union rivalries, and women's politics. In terms of potential 
national executive involvement, though, it has to be recalled that Senator Reynolds had secured a winnable 
place on the previous Senate ticket only after such national-level intervention. She had been preferred 
on that occasion because although she had no strong factional base, it was recognized that the party's 
electoral stocks would be aided by the inclusion in a winnable position on the ticket of a woman and 
a north Queenslander. 
At its meeting on 8 May the ALP state administrative committee voted 15-12 on the resolution: 'The 
administrative committee requests that the national executive authorise the Queensland State Council to 
endorse by resolution Senators Gerry Jones and Margaret Reynolds to fill the positions one and two 
respectively on the Senate ticket. The other positions on the ticket to be filled by proportional representation 
method of voting by State Council . . (Courier-Mail, 9 May 1984). The approval of this particular request, 
reportedly the first time since 1916 that a majority of a state ALP branch had sought federal intervention, 
was itself the product of an alignment of the Labor United and Socialist Left factions, supported by the 
non-aligned members (Opposition Leader Keith Wright, and Mr Pat Dunne). In that sense the result was 
a clear rebuff for the Centre Majority. 
The ALP's national executive considered the Queensland branch request at its 17 May meeting. Had 
the national executive agreed to the Queensland request in the terms in which it was put, it would have 
meant that Mr Black and Mr Burns would have balloted for positions three and four on the ticket. National 
executive decided, however, that the issue had continued long enough and agreed to a NSW-initiated move 
that the entire ticket be finalized. In the event, national executive allocated Mr Black to the third spot, 
and Mr Burns to the doubtful No. 4 position. This outcome undoubtedly pleased the Centre Majority-
AWU group, but did nothing to quell the factional hostilities within the Queensland branch of the party. 
Although an important issue in its own right, the controversy over the Senate ticket only reflected a 
broader pattern of intensified factionalism within the Queensland branch of the ALP in the months leading 
up to the party's state conference in June. There is little doubt that the shift in the party's power balance 
during those months was at least partly a backlash against the Centre group's alliance with the AWU, 
as well as the Centre's sponsorship of AWU official Mr John Black to head the Senate team, and the 
associated moves to displace Margaret Reynolds from a winnable spot on that ticket. 
The Centre's grip on the party's Queensland structure was first shaken in April when plebiscites were 
conducted to select delegates to the June state conference. The Centre lost 14 of the 23 plebiscites, and 
its branch power base, to the Labor Unity-Socialist Left Alliance. The effect of those plebiscites was to 
ensure that the Centre grouping, which previously had enjoyed ruling status, would command only about 
40 per cent of the 220 delegates to the Townsville conference. The Centre's loss of authority was reflected 
again several weeks before the conference when Centre Majority member and Townsville Mayor, Alderman 
Mike Reynolds, lost a ballot for a conference delegate position (among Labor provincial aldermen) to 
Alderman Paul Tully, a non-aligned member. 
The ALP's state president, Dr Denis Murphy, indicated in early June that ill-health prevented his seeking 
another term in that office. A fortnight later, just a few days before the state conference was due to begin, 
Dr Murphy died. It is difficult at this point to fully gauge the effect on Queensland Labor politics of 
Denis Murphy's death, though this subject itself is well worthy of detailed study. In the immediate sense 
Murphy's departure deprived the ALP of an outstanding president and organizer, as well as a potentially 
brilliant parliamentarian.' It also meant that one of the major items of business before the state conference 
would be the election of a new state president of the party. Indeed, as it transpired this particular election 
was to overshadow all other business at that conference, at least in terms of media coverage. 
Three candidates contested the party presidency: Mr Pat Dunne, state secretary of the Australian Railways 
Union (backed by Centre Majority); Mrs Jean Davis, a party vice-president (Labor Unity); and Mr Ian 
McLean, Queensland secretary of the Australian Telecommunications Employees Association (Socialist 
Left). Mr Dunne topped the initial ballot, which also resulted in Mrs Davis's elimination. In the subsequent 
ballot sufficient of Mrs Davis's Labor Unity (Old Guard) support flowed over to Mr McLean to allow 
him to take the presidency by a margin of 115 votes to 100. The election of a 'socialist left' member to 
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the presidency was a difficult enough matter for the party to contain in political terms. It was one made 
even more difficult by the extremely bitter and public factional brawling which accompanied that election; 
this included, amongst other things, considerable internal criticism of the party's state secretary, Peter Beattie. 
Mr McLean's election to the presidency was followed by other events at the conference which confirmed 
the Centre Majority's lost ground. The election of the 27-member administrative committee, for example, 
resulted in the Centre Majority's loss of control of that body, though that faction remains the largest 
single group within it (11 members). While the Centre Majority lost ground at the Townsville conference, 
it is important to note that the socialist left was unable to mobilize sufficient support as to cause the federal 
government difficulty over the uranium issue at the forthcoming ALP national conference. Indeed, 
Queensland delivered the numbers in terms of the national conference vote on that issue. Interestingly, 
too, the state conference adopted a position on marijuana which was considerably less vulnerable to political 
attack from the Queensland government than the previous policy. 
The Liberal party's state parliamentary ranks, it will be recalled, were devastated at the October 1983 
election, their seats reducing from 20 to 8. That figure was further reduced, to 6, following the hasty 
post-election defections of two former Liberal ministers, Mr Lane and Mr Austin. Both defectors were 
rewarded in turn with their former portfolios, in the new cabinet. At the outset of 1984, then, the state 
Liberal party found itself threatened with political extinction. Nor were the party's difficulties alleviated 
by opinion poll findings during the early months of the new National government suggesting a further 
voter drift away from the Liberals. 
John Moore, federal member for Ryan and federal Opposition finance spokesman, was elected unopposed 
to the state presidency of the party early in the new year. Moore, who succeeded Dr John Herron in that 
post, was himself not new to it, having held the position in more favourable circumstances (between 1973 
and 1976). Moore set about the difficult task of rebuilding the Liberals, and organized a special convention 
in March. One of the features of that convention was the quite hostile position adopted by Moore and 
the new parliamentary leader, Sir William Knox, toward those who, in the past, had sought to present 
the Liberals as being prepared to tackle the excesses of the Nationals. Although party sources indicated 
that up to 25 per cent of delegates to that convention were unhappy with that position, it was nevertheless 
endorsed by a healthy majority of the 400 delegates present. 
In line with that softer position toward their former coalition partners, the convention paved the way 
for the resumption of a joint Senate ticket with the Nationals. In moving in that direction, however, the 
convention also acknowledged the bitter acrimony which had been generated in the past by public debate 
of this issue. The convention decided that this problem could be skirted in the future by referring the 
matter of a possible joint Senate ticket to the party's leaders, thus removing the party convention as a 
forum for debate on the issue. In other moves, the convention took steps toward protecting the party 
against further political defections; it also purged its own state executive of a number of its anti-National 
identities. 
The fortunes of the state Liberal party did not improve in the months immediately following the March 
state convention. Its overtures to the Nationals in relation to a joint Senate ticket were spurned by the 
latter at its state central council meeting in April, while the Liberal party's state parliamentary wing was 
further depleted with the resignation from the party of Mr Col Miller (Ithaca). Unlike Mr Lane and Mr 
Austin, however, Mr Miller did not join the Nationals; he preferred to sit on the crossbenches as an 
Independent. Outside the parliamentary wing, the defeated former Justice Minister and Attorney-General, 
Mr Doumany, also quit the party. Nor have the Liberal party's stocks in Queensland been assisted by 
further slippage in public opinion polls. The Courier-Mail of 23 May, for example, reported state Liberal 
support in Queensland at 12 per cent in April, while that for the federal Liberal-led Opposition continued 
to run well below that of the Hawke government. The only slight solace for the state liberals in this period 
was a relatively stronger showing (15.6 per cent) by the Liberal candidate in the May by-election held 
in the safe Labor seat of Archerfield. 
While the Liberal and Labor parties each faced an array of internal difficulties during the first half 
of 1984, the National party continued to bask in the afterglow of its 1983 success. That is hardly surprising: 
the 1983 state election result led to the Nationals' realization of their longtime and dearest political fantasy, 
securing the government benches without the aid of the Liberals. Nonetheless, the party did experience 
a few problems, though most of these were of an irritating (vis-à-vis threatening) character. The party 
was embarrassed, for example, by the allegations of Mr Ross Spencer, the National party branch president 
in Port Douglas, in relation to the Minister for Main Roads and Local Government, Mr Hinze. Mr Spencer 
alleged that Mr Hinze had given a Cairns developer, Mr Doug Rose, preferential treatment in relation 
to the rezoning of residential land on the landslide-prone Port Douglas headland, Flagstaff Hill, for the 
construction of eight home units. Mr Hinze's action had involved overturning a unanimous decision by 
the Douglas Shire council to reject the application. Mr Hinze was at the centre of further controversy 
too, this being his continuing personal feud with National party trustee and TAB chairman, Sir Edward 
Lyons. On several occasions the conflict between the two on particular matters, usually associated with 
the racing industry, has necessitated the intervention of the premier. 
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The continuing electoral difficulties embroiling the Liberal party at the federal level have prompted 
calls for the emergence of a new conservative political force, and the Queensland president of the National 
party, Sir Robert Sparkes, has adopted a high profile in those discussions. Indeed, both Sir Robert and 
the premier, Sir Joh. Bjelke-Petersen, have suggested Queensland as the springboard for such a push 
throughout Australia. And while the future of such a venture at the federal level probably will depend 
in part on the results of the next federal poll, the Nationals are extremely confident about maintaining 
their legitimacy as the sole, potent, conservative force in Queensland politics. That confidence itself has 
been underwritten in the months since the October election,by a continuing National party buoyancy in 
state opinion polls. 
Perhaps the most significant development to occur within the National party's administrative apparatus 
in the last six months, however, was the resignation of the party's executive director, Mr Mike Evans. 
Mr Evans, who had held the post for 13 years, is credited (along with Sir Robert Sparkes) with engineering 
the Nationals' electoral penetration of the south-eastern corner of the state, as well as the masterminding 
of some fifteen local, state, and federal elections and referenda. Mr Evans's successor is Mr Col Walker. 
Parliament, Cabinet and the Executive 
The Queensland Parliament sat for 21 sitting days during the first six months of the year. The major legislative 
initiatives considered during that session included: 
• five police-related Bills introduced by the police minister, Mr Glasson. These were the Police Act 
Amendment Bill, and associated Bills dealing with regulation of pawnbrokers, secondhand dealers and 
hawkers. The new Bills, which amongst other things provided for a considerable widening of police 
powers, were strongly condemned by the Law Society and the Bar Association, as well as by civil liberties 
groups. These groups objected in particular to clauses which they believed threatened the rights and 
liberties of citizens, particularly in respect of closing-off avenues of citizen appeal to the court system. 
As a result of those criticisms, the most controversial provisions of those Bills were withdrawn by the 
government during parliamentary debate. 
• a series of Aboriginal-related Bills, introduced by the minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Katter. These 
initiatives, amongst other things, placed responsibility for some 3 million hectares of Queensland grazing 
and farming land (all previously Aboriginal reserves areas) at the disposal of the Aboriginal community. 
As a result of a related initiative, Aboriginal reserves are to operate in future as separate local councils, 
though this particular Queensland initiative was widely interpreted as an attempt to roadblock possible 
federal land rights initiatives in this state. An interesting aspect of the recent Queensland legislation 
is that almost all the state's Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders living on reserves have lost the right 
to vote in local government elections; they will only be able to vote in future for members of their own 
community councils, bodies which have far less power than local authorities. This move is likely to 
be challenged in the High Court by the National Aboriginal Conference. 
• amendments to the City of Brisbane Act, reinstating the popular election of a Lord Mayor, and increasing 
the number of wards from 21 to 26 (13 each side of the Brisbane River). Although the Labor opposition 
criticized the government's reversal on the issue (the Bjelke-Petersen-led government had replaced the 
direct mayoral election with the indirect system back in 1972), it supported the legislation. The Liberal 
party, on the other hand, opposed it. 
• several Bills related to individual privacy and civil liberties. These included a Privacy Committee Bill, 
introduced to allow the establishment of a seven-person committee to examine the rights of privacy 
of individuals in Queensland. Other measures introduced or foreshadowed included an Intellectually 
Handicapped Citizens Bill, new counter-terrorist legislation, and the long-awaited. Family and Community 
Development Bill. The latter is likely to take effect later in the year. 
The isue of parliamentary superannuation, a controversial one elsewhere over recent years, attracted 
similar attention in Queensland during February. The issue surfaced when a state Opposition move against 
the retention of the 'merry widow' (double-dipping) clause in the state parliamentary superannuation scheme 
was defeated by the government in the Parliament. The clause in question allows the spouse of a 
parliamentarian who takes a lump sum payment also to draw a pension after the member's death. The 
retention of the merry widow's provision for existing parliamentarians was itself controversial, though 
the issue was further fuelled by the accompanying decision of the government to drop this particular benefit 
in respect of police and public servants, and politicians elected after 22 October 1983. 
A number of other matters were raised in Parliament. The Opposition asked a series of 34 detailed 
questions alleging bribery and other matters in relation to tendering practices associated with a Redcliffe 
Hospital building contract. The Speaker of the House responded by disallowing any parliamentary debate 
on those matters. The whole incident threw some interesting light on the Speaker's interpretation of the 
role of parliamentary debate, as it did on the level of his own understandings of parliamentary standing 
orders. 
